To our Washington neighbors:

July 2015

July 2015

The Town plans to contract with Pittsfield to provide veterans’ services. Details of how to use the service will be forthcoming. Thanks
to Peter Blake for serving as our Veterans’ Agent over the past two years and for making this transition go smoothly.
The backers of the proposed gas pipeline have specified where compressor stations and other infrastructure will be located and
have contracted to supply Berkshire Gas. A key part of the federal approval process is determining whether there is a need for it, so
each domestic contract makes them more likely to succeed. On a more positive note the Pipeline Working Group that we have been
engaged with has agreed that our legal firm act as our representative rather than merely an advisor. This means we will speak with a
united and more powerful voice.
• The group now includes affected New York State municipalities which both strengthens our position and dilutes the cost –
which has been minimal so far.
• All of the participating municipalities have taken a stand against the pipeline, but our course is to make its construction as
difficult as possible by raising environmental, economic, and other objections.
By the time winter rolls in on us the Town’s roads should be in the best shape ever:
• DOT has resurfaced Route 8;
• We expect Washington Mountain Road to be completely reconstructed later in the year;
• Our highway department will resurface Blotz Road this summer and we are told that Hinsdale plans to redo their portion of
the road as well;
• Our highway crew is making use of the new vibratory roller to improve our gravel roads.
Work continues on our bridges and culverts:
• Although the firm we engaged for the Cross Place design has not lived up to their timetable we still expect to have the culvert
in place before winter.
• We are exploring one or more MassWorks grants to pay for the planned replacement of the Middlefield Road/Coles Brook
and other culverts.
• A change of leadership at DOT’s District One has given us some small hope that the Summit Hill bridge over the CSX tracks
might be replaced before the winter.
• Work is proceeding in Eden Glen towards construction of the new culvert next year.
As part of the Eden Glen project:
• We have determined that the Town does not own all of the property within the area of the former pond. We will start
discussions with the property owner.
• We hope to use help from the Sheriff’s Department under the supervision of the Highway Department to clear out the debris
at the base of the dam.
• The condition of the dam itself still needs to be determined.
Thanks to Selectman Lennon for soliciting the Sheriff’s help; it will also be used to fix up the Old Town Hall and do other maintenance
projects under Ed Bond’s direction
With all of the road projects being done in Town, Mike Case has insisted that we use our residents as a flagmen (or women!). If you
are interested, contact Chief Breen or Jodi Hostetter. Mike and Shaun Lennon will provide training.
Don’t forget there’s music in the Town Park Sunday evenings – weather permitting.
Jim Huebner
Select Board Chair

Shaun Lennon
Select Board Clerk

Western Master Gardeners will be soil testing and
answering gardening questions at the Berkshire Mall Farmers' Market on
Saturday, July 11 and Saturday, July 25th from 9-12. Directions for
obtaining soil for testing may be found on the WMMGA.org web site. There
is a suggested donation of $1. for soil testing.
Marilyn Wiley

Mike Case
Select Board

The monthly pot luck dinner for
Washington Seniors will be Friday,
July 17 at town hall at 5 pm.

Washington Tracks
Town Hall
8 Summit Hill Rd.
Washington, MA 01223

There will be no Hilltown Hoot this year
We are taking the time to reorganize and we’ll see you in 2016!

www.washington-ma.com

Support Our Local Businesses
The Becket General
30 Washington Street
Becket, MA 01223
Heather Anello, owner
Coffee bar, Deli, Sandwiches & Pizza
Beer, Wine, Groceries & Dairy Products
Ph: 623.5700 / Fax: 623.5707

Hilltowns Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Sharon Lynch, MVB
133 South Washington State Rd
Washington, MA 01223
Phone: (413)623-5329
www.hilltownsvetclinic.com
Horace Mann Insurance Agency
Po Box 772 Becket Ma. 01223. Phone
413)623-2112.
Fax 413)623-5551.
Provide all Personal Lines of Insurance. Provide
Financial and retirement products too.

Independent Stampin' Up! Demonstrator
Sue Paquette
623.5918
"quality stamp sets, card stock, ink pads, etc I offer creative & fun parties for you and your
friends in your home or mine.
Justice of the Peace
Dorothy Filanowska
(413) 446-6921 /
dora@justicedora.com
http://www.justicedora.com
Mark Newton's
Full Service Pet and Home
Care, also light ground
maintenance, minor home
repair & snow plowing
Pet sitting in your home: Dogs,
Cats, Horses, and so much
more Passionate, Reliable, and
Caring.
413 623-2254 or email:
markspetcare@gmail.com

Email your TRACKS info by the 25th of the month to:
mrsabeski@mac.com
Please put TRACKS in the subject line.

Summit Hill Campground
34 Old Middlefield Rd.
Washington, Ma. 01223
413-623-5761
Great Family Camping
Tents,R.V.s Motor Homes
Full Hook Ups
Pet Friendly
Seasonals Welcomed
Events scheduled May through sept

Your Way Computer
Frank Kennedy
1153 Washington Mt. Road
Washington, MA 01223
Call: 623.5180 / Fax: 623.2018
E-Mail:
carolandfranksr@carolandfrank.
com
By appointment only

